
October/November
City Council regular meetings: Oct. 14 and 28, Nov. 12 and 25 – 7 p.m.
City Council work sessions: Oct. 21, Nov. 18 – 6:30 p.m.
Citizen Advisory Commission meetings: Oct. 8, No November meeting 
Human Rights Commission meetings: Oct. 7, Nov. 4 – 7 p.m.
Planning Commission meetings: No October meeting, Nov. 5 – 7 p.m.
Holiday: Nov. 11, Veteran’s Day; Nov. 28 and 29, Thanksgiving – city offices closed

All activities are at New Hope City Hall, 4401 Xylon Ave. N. unless otherwise indicated.  
Agendas and minutes for council and commission meetings are available on the city’s 

website. Schedule is subject to change. Call 763.531.5100 for more information.

Over

Preliminary 2020   
budget presented to 

City Council
The preliminary 2020 budget for the city 
of New Hope has presented by staff to 
the City Council with a general fund bud-
get of $15,410,550, an 8.3% increase over 
the 2019 budget.
Approximately $700,000 of the increase 
in expenses is for adding the new swim-
ming pool facility operation back into the 
city budget.
Although total general fund expenses 
increased by more than $1 million, they 
are largely offset by $1,049,955 of 
increased revenue from pool operations, 
local government aid, building permits 
and franchise fees.
Every effort was made to keep the gen-
eral fund levy low to help offset the 
impact of the 2018/2019 pool and park 
bond levies.
Additionally, Hennepin County released 
an updated tax capacity estimate for 
2020 that will decrease the overall esti-
mated tax rate from 67.49% to 64.55%. 
The change reduces the total tax levy 
change percentage from 10.42% to 
10.08%.
Overall, for New Hope homes valued 
between $150,000 and $400,000 the 
2020 tax increase is now estimated to be 
$28 to $87 for the year. 

Make like a tree and 
get leaves out of here

The Maple Grove yard waste site is a 
great place to dispose of leaves, garden 
waste, branches (up to 10 inches in diam-
eter), brush, grass clippings and small 
quantities of sod or dirt. 
The site, located at 10300 Maple Grove 
Pkwy. N., is free for residents of New Hope 
to use with proof of residency. Users need 
to unload materials and take their bags 
or containers home with them. Hours of 
operation are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Sundays, through Nov. 30.
For directions, items accepted and other 
details call 763.420.4886 or visit the facil-
ity’s website at mgyardwaste.com. 

Rake leaves up, not out
Don’t rake leaves into the street! When it 
rains, leaves along the curb in front of your 
house either blow away or are crushed 
by car tires and mixed with rain to make 
a nutrient-rich tea that flows down the 
street and into a storm drain.
From your neighborhood storm drain, this 
runoff flows into nearby lakes and streams 
and eventually the Mississippi River. 
Decayed leaves release nutrients that 
contribute to excess algae growth.
Decomposing algae depletes oxygen in 
the water which, in turn, suffocates fish. 
To protect water quality, rake leaves up 
from the gutter, never rake them out into 
the street.

Special materials  
drop-off is October 12

The Hennepin Recycling Group, which 
includes the city of New Hope, will hold 
a drop-off event from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 12. The drop-off site 
is located at the Brooklyn Park mainte-
nance facility, 8300 Noble Ave. N. For 
more details about acceptable items, call 
763.493.8006 or visit hrg-recycling.com.

Kick it to the curb, but 
no further

In an effort make city streets less  
congested for drivers, as well as make 
it easier for street sweepers and snow 
plows to better clear roads, New Hope 
City Council has approved an ordinance 
amendment that specifies all residential 
waste containers must be located off the 
traveled portion of the street .
What that means, basically put, is that 
residents need to keep their trash and 
recycle cans on their driveways instead of 
placing them on the curb of the street. 
The amended ordinace in New Hope 
Code 9-11(a)(6) now reads as such:
“Location of residential waste contain-
ers on pickup day. Permanent waste con-
tainers, bulky materials, disposable and 
sealed containers, used by single-family 
homes, containing waste, may be placed 
on the curbside for pickup and off the 
traveled portion of the street, but may 
not be placed on the curbside any earlier 
than sunset preceding the day of sched-
uled pickup and must be removed by 
sunset of the scheduled pickup day.”
New Hope greatly appreciates residents’ 
understanding of this ordinance, leading 
to cleaner and less cluttered streets.



Safety Tip  
of the Month

Lots of fun activities scheduled for MEA break
Are you looking for youth activities during MEA break, October 17 and 18? 
The Parks and Recreation Department has fun activities planned. Ninja Warriors 
Adventure Camp, for youth in grades K-5, is on Thursday, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
12 to 4:30 p.m., or both. Also, on Thursday, youth ages 8-14 can take an indoor 
skydiving field trip at iFly. The trip departs Brookview (316 Brookview Pkwy, 
Golden Valley) at 10 a.m. and returns at 4 p.m. Finally, on Thursday and Friday, 
Musical Theater Camps will take place at the Crystal Community Center.

Wine and Paint pARTy
Uncork the fun at this 21+ class on Friday, November 1 at New Hope Village Golf 
Course from 6-9 p.m., where you will create a spectacular Northern Lights paint-
ing on a 16x20” canvas. Merry Time Arts will guide you with step by step instruc-
tions. Fee includes all materials and a glass of wine. Limited concession menu and 
additional wine will be available for purchase. Cost is $35 per person, register by 
October 25.

Men’s basketball league tips off in November
Are you ready for some hoops action? Registration is underway for an  
officiated, men’s Class C/D basketball league offered by the New Hope Parks 
and Recreation Department. The league will play on Monday evenings from  
Nov. 4 through early March. The league champion will receive a paid berth in the 
Men’s Class D state tournament. The team registration fee is $600. The league 
will play at the New Hope Community Gyms, 8230 47th Ave. N. 

Sign up for youth wrestling club
The Robbinsdale Area Youth Wrestling Club, for youth in grades K to 8, will meet 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at the New Hope Learning Center wrestling room, 
8301 47th Ave. N. Kids in grades K to 3 are scheduled from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by youth in grades 4 to 8 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The first of two sessions is 
scheduled from November 12 to December 12. Participants will build on the skills 
developed from one session to the next.

For more information about these programs or to register, call the Recreation 
office at 763.531.5151 or visit Rec Express at webtrac.nhrecexpress.com.

Recreation Corner

Know a home escape plan
Fire Prevention Week is October 6-12. 
This year’s theme designated by the 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) for this year is “Not Every Hero 
Wears a Cape. Plan and Practice Your 
Escape!” The campaign works to educate 
everyone about the small but important 
actions they can take to keep themselves 
and those around them safe.  
NFPA statistics show that in 2017 U.S. 
fire departments responded to 357,000 
home structure fires. These fires caused 
2,630 fire deaths and 10,600 fire injuries. 
On average, seven people died in a fire in 
a home per day from 2012 to 2016.  
Home Fire Escape Planning and 
Practice
Home fire escape planning and drills are 
an essential part of fire safety. A home fire 
escape plan needs to be developed and 
practiced before a fire strikes.
Home fire escape planning should 
include the following:
• Drawing a map of each level of the 
home, showing all doors and windows
• Going to each room and pointing to the 
two ways out
• Making sure someone will help children, 
older adults, and people with disabilities 
wake up and get out
• Teaching children how to escape on 
their own in case you cannot help them
• Establishing a meeting place outside and 
away from the home where
everyone can meet after exiting
• Having properly installed and maintained 
smoke alarms
Home fire escape practice should 
include the following:
• Pushing the smoke alarm button to start 
the drill
• Practicing what to do in case there is 
smoke: Get low and go. Get out fast.
• Practicing using different ways out and 
closing doors behind you as you leave
• Never going back for people, pets, or 
things
• Going to your outdoor meeting place
• Calling 9-1-1 or the local emergency 
number from a cell phone or a 
neighbor’s phone

Home Energy Squad
With temps dropping, now is a great time 
to look at your home’s efficiency.
For $50 you can sign up for a Home 
Energy Squad Enhanced visit through the 
Center for Energy and Environment. Their 
trained, energy-saving crew will identify 
places your home is losing energy and 
complete these services:
• Installation of energy saving products: 
Door weather stripping, water heater 
blanket, programmable thermostat, LED 
light bulbs, high-efficiency showerheads, 
faucet aerators, and pipe wrap.
• Perform a blower door test to measure 
your home for air leaks.
• Complete an insulation inspection of 
your attic and walls.
• Safety check your home’s heating  
system and water heater.
Learn more at mncee.org/hes/new-hope.

Give it your best shot
Show off your unique view of New Hope 
in the In Focus photo contest.
The contest was extended into the fall to 
give the opportunity for great seasonal 
pictures. The deadline for entries is   
Friday, Oct. 18.
Contestants can submit their photos via 
email to communications@newhopemn.
gov. Print photos can be provided in- 
person at New Hope City Hall (4401 
Xylon Ave. N.). 
In Focus is open to anyone who lives, 
works, or goes to school in New Hope. 
Also, any photos must be taken in New 
Hope. A panel of judges will evaluate 
winners and award prizes. 
The three main categories for entry are 
“people,” “places,” or “nature,” and a  
category for youth ages 18 and under. 
Learn more at newhopemn.gov/infocus.


